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OPINION 1 176 

ECHIS COLORATA [SIC] GUENTHER, 1878 (REPTILIA, 
SERPENTES) GIVEN NOMENCLATURAL PRECEDENCE 
OVER ECHIS FROENA TA [SIC] DUMERIL, BIBRON & 
DUMERIL, 1854 

RULING.— (1) Under the plenary powers it is hereby ruled 
that the specific name colorata Guenther, 1878, as published in the 
binomen Echis colorata [sic], is to be given nomenclatural preced¬ 
ence over the specific name froenata Dumeril, Bibron & Dumeril, 
1854, as published in the binomen Echis froenata [sic] whenever 
the two names are considered synonyms. 

(2) The following names are hereby placed on the Official 
List of Specific Names in Zoology with the endorsements and 
Name Numbers specified: 

(a) colorata Guenther, 1878, as published in the bino¬ 
men Echis colorata [sic], with the endorsement 
given under the plenary powers in (1) above (Name 
Number 2736); 

(b) froenata Dumeril, Bibron & Dumeril, 1854, as pub¬ 
lished in the binomen Echis froenata [sic] with an 
endorsement that it is not to be given priority over 
Echis colorata Guenther, 1878, whenever the two 
names are considered synonyms (Name Number 
2737). 


HISTORY OF THE CASE Z.N.(S.)2064 

An application for the conservation of Echis coloratus 
Guenther, 1878 (first published as E. colorata) was first received 
from Mr A. Stimson {British Museum (Natural History), London) 
on 28 February 1974. It was sent to the printer on 5 April 1974 
and published on 31 December 1974 in Bull zool Nom. vol. 31, 
pp. 223-224. Public notice of the possible use of the plenary powers 
was given in the same part of the Bulletin as well as to the statu¬ 
tory serials and to two herpetological serials. The application was 
supported by Professor Hobart M. Smith (University of Colorado) 
and criticised by Professor Ernst Mayr {Bull. zool. Nom . vol. 32, 
p. 199). 
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DECISION OF THE COMMISSION 

On 9 April 1980 the members of the Commission were 
invited to vote under the Three-Month Rule on Voting Paper 
(1980)10 for or against the proposals set out in Bull zool Nom . 
vol. 31, pp. 223-224. At the close of the voting period on 9 July 
1980 the state of the voting was as follows: 

Affirmative Votes — seventeen (17) received in the following 
order: Melville, Vokes, Corliss, Brinck, Trjapitzin, Willink, 
Mroczkowski, Bayer, Hahn, Starobogatov, Habe, Halvorsen, Nye, 
Binder, Cogger, Tortonese, Welch 

Negative Votes — five (5): Holthuis, Kraus, Sabrosky, 
Alvardo, Dupuis 

No voting papers were returned by Bemardi, Heppell and 

Ride. 


ORIGINAL REFERENCES 

The following are the original references for the names 
placed on an Official List by the ruling given in the present Opinion: 
colorata, Echis, Guenther, 1878, Proc. zool Soc. London for 1878, 
p. 977 

froenata, Echis, Dumeril, Bibron & Dumeril, 1854, Erpetologie 
generate, ou histoire naturelle complete des reptiles, vol. 7, 
p. 1449. 


CERTIFICATE 

I hereby certify that the votes cast on voting paper (80)10 
were cast as set out above, that the proposal contained in that voting 
paper has been duly adopted under the plenary powers, and that 
the decision so taken, being the decision of the International 
Commission on Zoological Nomenclature, is truly recorded in the 
present Opinion No. 1176. 


R.V. MELVILLE 
Secretary 

International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature 

London 
16 September 1980 


